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Useful Glossary and Terms for Children with  
Special Educational Needs and Disability (Department for Education, 2015) 

 
 

Disabled Students Allowance (DSA): An allowance for undergraduate or post-graduate students who have a 
disability or long-term health condition, mental health condition or specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia or 

dyspraxia which affects their ability to study. It can be used to pay for things such as special equipment, a note-taker 
or transport costs. 

 
 

Education Funding Agency (EFA): An arm of the Department for Education that manages the funding for learners 
between the ages of 3 and 19 years and for those with SEN or disabilities between the ages of 3 and 25. 

 
 

Education, Health and Care plan (EHC plan): An EHC plan details the education, health and social care support 
that is to be provided to a child or young person who has SEN or a disability. It is drawn up by the local authority 

after an EHC needs assessment of the child or young person has determined that an EHC plan is necessary, and after 
consultation with relevant partner agencies. 

 
 

First-tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability): An independent body which has jurisdiction 
under section 333 of the Education Act 1996 for determining appeals by parents against local authority decisions on 
EHC needs assessments and EHC plans. The Tribunal’s decision is binding on both parties to the appeal. The Tribunal 

also hears claims of disability discrimination under the Equality Act 2010. 
 
 

Graduated approach: A model of action and intervention in early education settings, schools and colleges to help 
children and young people who have special educational needs. The approach recognises that there is a continuum 
of special educational needs and that, where necessary, increasing specialist expertise should be brought to bear on 

the difficulties that a child or young person may be experiencing. 
 
 

Information, Advice and Support Services: Information, Advice and Support Services provide advice and 
information to children with SEN or disabilities, their parents, and young people with SEN or disabilities. They 

provide neutral and factual support on the special educational needs system to help the children, their parents and 
young people to play an active and informed role in their education and care. 

 

 
NHS Continuing Care: NHS Continuing Care is support provided for children and young people under 18 who need 

a tailored package of care because of their disability, an accident or illness. 
 
 

NHS Continuing Healthcare: NHS Continuing Healthcare is the name given to a package of care that is arranged 
and funded solely by the NHS for individuals aged 18 and over who are not in hospital but have complex ongoing 

healthcare needs. It can be provided in any setting, for example in the home or in a residential care home. 
 
 

Parent Carer Forum: A Parent Carer Forum is a group of parents and carers of disabled children who work with 
local authorities, education, health and other providers to make sure the services they plan and deliver meet the 

needs of disabled children and families. 
 
 

Personal Budget: A Personal Budget is an amount of money identified by the local authority to deliver provision set 
out in an EHC plan where the parent or young person is involved in securing that provision. The funds can be held 
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directly by the parent or young person, or may be held and managed on their behalf by the local authority, school, 
college or other organisation or individual and used to commission the support specified in the EHC plan. 

 
 

Portage: Planned, home-based educational support for pre-school children with special educational needs. Local 
authorities usually provide Portage services. The Portage service is named after the town of Portage, Wisconsin, 

USA. 
 
 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND): A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning 
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory 
school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she has a significantly greater difficulty in 
learning than the majority of others of the same age, or has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from 

making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or 
mainstream post-16 institutions. 

 
 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO): A qualified teacher in a school or maintained nursery school 
who has responsibility for co-ordinating SEND provision. 

 
 

Special educational provision: Special educational provision is provision that is different from or additional to that 
normally available to pupils or students of the same age, which is designed to help children and young people with 

SEND or disabilities to access the National Curriculum at school or to study at college. 
 
 

Special school: A school which is specifically organised to make special educational provision for pupils with SEN. 
 
 

Speech and language therapy: Speech and language therapy is a health care profession, the role and aim of which 
is to enable children, young people and adults with speech, language and communication difficulties (and associated 
difficulties with eating and swallowing) to reach their maximum communication potential and achieve independence 

in all aspects of life. 
 


