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Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

The Law in England and Wales 

FGM is child abuse and illegal in England and Wales under the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003. Under 

section 1(1) of the 2003 Act, a person is guilty of an offence if they excise, infibulate or otherwise mutilate the 

whole or any part of a girl’s labia majora, labia minora or clitoris. Section 6(1) of the 2003 Act provides that the 

term “girl” includes “woman” so the offences in section 1 to 3 apply to victims of any age. 

Other than in the excepted circumstances set out in section 1(2) and (3), it is an offence for any person 

(regardless of their nationality or residence status) to: 

 Perform FGM in England or Wales (section 1 of the 2003 Act); 

 Assist a girl to carry out FGM on herself in England or Wales (section 2 of the 2003 Act); and  

 Assist (from England or Wales) a non-UK national or UK resident to carry out FGM outside the UK on a 

UK national or UK resident (section 3 of the 2003 Act.) 

Any person found guilty of an offence under section 1, 2 or 3 of the 2003 Act is liable to a maximum penalty of 

14 years’ imprisonment or a fine (or both). 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) the basics; 

FGM is a procedure where the female genital organs are injured or changed and there is no medical reason for 

this. It is frequently a very traumatic and violent act for victims and can cause harm in many ways the practice 

can cause severe pain and there may be immediate and/or long-term health consequences, including mental 

health problems, difficulties in child birth, causing danger to the child and mother and/or death. The age at 

which FGM is carried out varies enormously according to the community. The procedure may be carried out 

shortly after birth, during childhood or adolescence, just before marriage or during a woman’s first pregnancy. 

FGM is a deeply embedded social norm, practised by families for a variety of complex reasons. It is often 

thought to be essential for a girl to become a proper woman and to be marriageable. The practice is not 

required by any religion. 

Terms used for FGM in other languages can be found in the multi-agency statutory guidance on female genital 

mutilation 

Multi-agency Statutory Guidance on FGM page 71 

How to respond to concerns; please follow the referral pathway at the bottom of this document, Child 

Protection Leads and other professionals can find out more comprehensive information at our website: 

http://www.harrowlscb.co.uk/Workers/FGM_and_Forced_Marriage.aspx and also 

Safeguarding children at risk of abuse through FGM 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/512906/Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_FINAL.pdf
http://www.harrowlscb.co.uk/Workers/FGM_and_Forced_Marriage.aspx
http://www.londoncp.co.uk/chapters/sg_ch_risk_fgm.html
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Helplines NSPCC FGM helpline: 0800 028 3550 NSPCC Preventing abuse FGM 

Email: fgmhelp@nspcc.org.uk  

Education: Norbury School 

Barnado’s: National FGM centre 

For a list of other organisations who can provide and support on FGM see the ‘contact, helplines and clinics’ 

section of the FGM resource pack. government fgm resource pack 

Enter a postcode to find local organisations  

Female Genital mutilation help & advice 

Home office, e-learning module FGM: How to recognise and prevent it fgmelearning 

Home Office (2015), FGM resource pack (including case studies and links to organisations and resources to 

support local work to tackle FGM)  

Government Resource Pack Female Genital Mutilation 

E-learning for healthcare, e-learning modules for healthcare professionals in England  

elearning healthcare fgm 

Other useful local contacts   

FORWARD (Foundation for Women’s Health Research 
and Development) is an African Diaspora women led 
UK-registered campaign and support charity 
dedicated to advancing and safeguarding the sexual 
and reproductive health and rights of African girls and 
women. 
www.forwarduk.org.uk/  

Southall Black Sisters, 21 Avenue Road, Southall, UB1 
3BL – website: www.southalblacksisters.org.uk 
Email: info@southallblacksisters.co.uk 
Phone: Helpline: 020 8571 0800  
Enquires: 020 8571 9595 

Metropolitan Police Service; Project Azure 020 7230 
8324  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/
mailto:fgmhelp@nspcc.org.uk
http://www.norbury.harrow.sch.uk/
http://nationalfgmcentre.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/female-genital-mutilation-resource-pack/female-genital-mutilation-resource-pack
https://www.gov.uk/female-genital-mutilation-help-advice
http://www.fgmelearning.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/female-genital-mutilation-resource-pack/female-genital-mutilation-resource-pack
http://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/female-genital-mutilation/
http://www.forwarduk.org.uk/
mailto:info@southallblacksisters.co.uk
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Pathway Plan 

 

 

Are you concerned that a 

child may have had FGM or 

be at risk of FGM? 

The child / young 

person has told you 

that they had FGM 

Her parent/guardian 

discloses that the girl 

has had FGM 

You consider the girl to 

be at risk of FGM. 

Mandatory reporting duty to the Police applies 

Regulated health and social care professionals and teachers are 

required now to report cases of FGM in girls under 18’s which they 

identify in the course of their professional work to the police. 

 
Professional who initially identified the FGM (you) calls 101 non-emergency number (police) to 

make a report  

Record all decisions/actions* 

Be prepared for police officer to call 

you back 

Best practise is to report before end 

of the next working day (within 

24hrs) 

Update your local safeguarding lead 

 

You will have to provide: 

Girl’s name, DoB and address 

Your contact details (name, email, 

phone number) 

Contact details of your 

safeguarding lead  

Action: 

Where there is an 

imminent or serious 

risk, an emergency 

response may be 

required, either an 

urgent referral to social 

services (020 8901 

2690) and/or 

potentially contacting 

the police (999). 

Consider whether to 

apply for an FGM 

Protection Order 

and/or an Emergency 

Protection Order. 

Police and social care take immediate action as appropriate 

Assessment of case: Multi-agency safeguarding meeting convened – (MASH), 

including police, social care, education and health (FGM Lead)  

Child Protection Advice 

Discuss with Designated Safeguarding Lead within your organisation, however mandatory reporting should not be delayed. For 

further support call: the Golden Number 0208 901 2690 / Out of Hours 0208 424 0999 or contact the local Police Child Abuse 

Investigation Team 0208 733 3572/5 

*Health agencies are required to mandatory report and record all FGM cases 


