
 

 

 

 

 

  

Ideal A&E Pathway for children up to 18 years presenting with behavioural, emotional, learning difficulties & mental health 

Presentation of child at A&E- Acute new presentation of 

Mental Health / Challenging Behaviour 

Use NICE Guidelines 

Medical Assessment by A&E doctor to 

exclude any medical condition  

within 1 hour = urgent 

within 2 hours = standard 

Joint Assessments by Harrow Social Care 

First Response Team for child residing in 

Harrow (daytime hours*) & psychiatric 

doctor from CAHMS with liaison Paediatric 

team (2 hours) 

Child/YP not well enough to be 

discharged – admitted to psychiatric 

bed i.e. MH patient 

Tier 4 Bed  

Or if no Tier 4 bed Paediatric 

Ward - Jack’s Place Serious 

Untoward Incident (SUI) for under 

16s 

 

Does not meet mental health 

inpatient threshold – child returns 

home with parent 

Not appropriate for child to return 

home with parent – consult risk 

assessment completed jointly 

with CAMHS - Emergency foster 

care placement to be found 

Social Care SW refers child to Early 

Intervention support or CIN team, or other 

service e.g. self harm – WISH for 

preventative support 

Medical condition identified 

Child discharged 
with appropriate 
medical support 
and referral for 
behavioural/ 
mental health 
support 

Child admitted to 

NPH medical bed 

Adult Ward  

(SUI) 

Triage by nurse within 15 minutes –  
Identify how long patient can wait 
Is child known to social care? Further clarity needed 

Child to receive mental 

health outpatient services 

* Out of Hours (OOH): 

OOH CAMHS nurse carries out urgent 
assessment and contacts relevant Social 
Care EDT. Harrow EDT will provide a 
telephone response within 1 hour and 
follow the same process where the 
child does not meet the mental health  
inpatient threshold  

 


