Safeguarding Children Information Update
Live Consultations – Updated 23rd November 2016
Estyn seeks views on proposals for changes to inspecting education and training in Wales (01/11/16)
A month-long consultation, launched today by Estyn, seeks the views of teachers, senior leaders, policy makers and everyone with an interest in education on proposals for changes to the ways schools and other providers will be inspected from September 2017. 
Closing date: 30th November 2016
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/news/estyn-seeks-views-proposals-changes-inspecting-education-and-training-wales
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/consultation
Open consultation - Schools that work for everyone (12/09/16)

We’re consulting on proposals to create more good school places. The proposals include:

· expecting independent schools to support existing state schools, open new state schools or offer funded places to children whose families can’t afford to pay fees

· asking universities to commit to sponsoring or setting up new schools in exchange for the ability to charge higher fees

· allowing existing selective schools to expand and new selective schools to open, while making sure they support non-selective schools

· allowing new faith free schools to select up to 100% of pupils based on their faith, while making sure they include pupils from different backgrounds

Closing date: 12th December 2016

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
Open consultation - Providing a 'safe space' in healthcare safety investigations (17/10/16)

The proposal outlined in this consultation will legally ensure that information that staff provide as part of a health service investigation will be kept confidential except where there is an immediate risk to patient safety, or where the High Court makes an order permitting disclosure. This broadly mirrors the procedures followed in air accidents investigations.

The aim to create a balanced safe space and to make sure the proposal reassures staff that the information they provide will not be 

passed on; and also reassures patients and

families that they will be given the full facts of their, or their loved ones’, care.

Closing date: 16th December 2016

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/providing-a-safe-space-in-healthcare-safety-investigations
Investigations into deaths of children in secure accommodation (28/10/16)
We are consulting on amendments to the Children’s Homes (Wales) Regulations 2002. This will aid investigations by the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman (PPO) into the death of a child in a secure children’s home in Wales by:

· ensuring the PPO is notified of any such deaths

· giving the PPO access to the home and its records

· giving the PPO powers to interview affected parties.

Closing date: 16th December 2016

https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/investigations-deaths-children-secure-accommodation
Consultations on the CPS public policy statements on Crimes against Disabled People, offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity and Racially and Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (10/10/16)

We are publishing revised public policy statements on offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity and Racially and Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime. We are also publishing the first public policy statement on Crimes Against Disabled People. 

We are publishing these statements because we want victims and witnesses and their families and communities, as well as the general public, to be confident that we understand the serious nature of these crimes. 
The policy statements acknowledge the damaging and wide ranging effects of racially and religiously aggravated hate crimes, homophobic and transphobic hate crimes and crimes against disabled people on individuals and wider communities.

There are three separate public policy statements and therefore three separate consultations.

Closing date: 9th January 2017

http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_consultation_2016_index.html
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales

 (11/11/16)

Parents, teachers and the wider public are being asked for their views on plans to make major changes to school governing bodies from today (Fri 11th Nov).

Education Secretary Kirsty Williams has launched a consultation on a range of new proposals to provide governing bodies with the flexibility to appoint governors with the necessary skills and to organise themselves in a way that meets their needs.

Suggested reforms include:

· Greater flexibility to make their own decisions about their structure and membership, with a focus on skilled governors.

· A minimum of seven governors in all schools except voluntary and foundation schools, consisting of parent, staff, LA, and community governors, as well as the head teacher.

· A new category of ‘co-opted governors’ recruited specifically for their skills with no upper limit on the overall size of any type of governing body.

· Audits of members to identify any gaps in the skills they need to carry out their responsibilities effectively.

· Extend the category of parent governor so there will be appointed parent governors alongside their elected colleagues.

· Flexibility to have as many parent governors as they wish as long as elected parent governors do not outnumber appointed parent governors.

· Allowing parents of former pupils to be appointed as parent governor and ending the current system where governing bodies have restrictions on the number of parent governors they may have.

· Giving governing bodies the flexibility to increase or decrease their numbers more easily, including appointing ‘associate members’ or non-governors to committees, whenever specific expertise or experience is needed.

· The requirement for an independent person – which currently only applies where a staff disciplinary and dismissal committee is dealing with a matter involving harm to a pupil - will be extended to all staff disciplinary and dismissal committees, as well as head and deputy head teacher selection committees.

Closing date: 17th February 2017

http://gov.wales/newsroom/educationandskills/2016/views-sought-on-major-changes-to-school-governing-bodies/?lang=en
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-regulatory-framework-wales
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