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Independent inquiry into child sexual 
abuse: interim report (19/12/18) 
The IICSA interim report provides an 
overview of the work undertaken by the 
inquiry to date, sets out what the Chair 
and Panel consider to be the key 
emerging themes, and makes 
recommendations. The report was 
originally published at www.iicsa.org.uk 
on 25 April 2018. 
 
Annexed to the report are the IICSA’s 
reports on the child migration programme 
case study (originally published on 1 
March 2018) and Cambridge House, 
Knowl View and Rochdale (originally 
published 12 April 2018). 
 
The IICSA was established in 2015 to 
look at the extent to which institutions in 
England and Wales have discharged their 
duty to protect children from sexual 
abuse. It is chaired by Prof Alexis Jay. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/independent-inquiry-into-child-
sexual-abuse-interim-report 
 
Modern Slavery Act 2015 review: first 
interim report (17/12/18) 
First report from the independent review 
of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 covering 
the role of the Independent Anti-Slavery 
Commissioner. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/modern-slavery-act-2015-review-
first-interim-report 
 

Damian Hinds: Learning life-saving 
skills in school is crucial (03/01/19) 
Education Secretary stresses importance 
of basic life-saving skills and first aid – 
under plans for health education to 
become compulsory in all schools. 
 
The Education Secretary has underlined 
the importance of every child having the 
chance to learn life-saving skills such as 
CPR and how to get help in a medical 
emergency, under plans for health 
education to be taught in every school. 
 
With emergency services reporting a 
spike in cardiac arrests during the winter 
months, and survival rates lower than 
usual – according to NHS England figures 
– Damian Hinds stressed the importance 
of the government’s plans for all children 
to be taught basic first aid in schools 
under proposals due to be rolled out from 
2020. 
 
The British Heart Foundation hailed the 
plans as a “decisive moment” in 
improving on the fact that fewer than 1 in 
10 people who have a cardiac arrest 
outside hospital in the UK survive. In 
countries that already teach CPR in 
schools, cardiac arrest survival rates are 
more than double those of the UK. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/da
mian-hinds-learning-life-saving-skills-in-
school-is-crucial 
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The UK government’s approach to 
evaluating the Vulnerable Persons and 
Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement 
Schemes (13/12/18) 
Outlines the UK Government’s approach 
to resettling refugees under the Vulnerable 
Persons and Vulnerable Children’s 
Resettlement (VPR and VCR) schemes 
and the strategy for evaluating their 
delivery and effectiveness. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/the-uk-governments-approach-to-
evaluating-the-vulnerable-persons-and-
vulnerable-childrens-resettlement-schemes 
 
School land: decisions about disposals 
(02/01/19) 
A summary of the decisions about the 
disposal of school land. 
This document explains decisions about 
the disposal of school land and the 
background to how these decisions are 
made. 
 
Schools themselves and their LAs propose 
to convert these often surplus or un-used 
fields to invest in school sport or 
education. 
 
LAs must consult widely prior to making 
an application. The government will only 
give local authorities and schools 
permission to dispose of school playing 
fields if the sports and curriculum needs of 
the school and its neighbouring schools 
can continue to be met. 
 
All proceeds of any sales must be put back 
into improving sports or educational 
facilities. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/school-land-decisions-about-disposals 
 

New funding to support children with 
special educational needs (16/12/19) 
Children with SEND are set to benefit 
from an extra £350m funding to provide 
specialist support and tailored facilities, 
helping those with complex needs to 
succeed. 
 
The Education Secretary has announced 
that councils will receive an additional 
£250m over the next 2 years on top of the 
£6b already provided for the high needs 
budget this year, to provide much needed 
support for children and young people 
with complex SEND. 
 
Families will also benefit from more 
choice for their child’s education through 
an extra £100m investment to create more 
specialist places in mainstream schools, 
colleges and special schools, giving more 
children and young people access to a 
good school or college place that meets 
their individual needs. This could include 
more state-of-the-art facilities, such as 
sensory rooms and specialist equipment. 
 
On top of this, more special free schools 
will get the green light, as the Education 
Secretary confirms he will approve all 
high quality bids in the current round of 
special and alternative provision free 
schools applications, creating even more 
choice for 
parents.https://www.gov.uk/government/n
ews/new-funding-to-support-children-
with-special-educational-needs 
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Residential special schools and colleges: 
support for children (17/12/18) 
An independent review of the experiences 
and outcomes of children in residential 
special schools and colleges, and 
government response. 
 
This report by Dame Christine Lenehan 
and Mark Geraghty sets out: 
how children and young people with 

special educational needs and disability 
are currently supported in residential 
special schools and colleges 
 recommendations to support children, 

young people and their families to 
improve their experiences and outcomes 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/residential-special-schools-and-
colleges-support-for-children 
 
Apply to open a special or alternative 
provision free school (17/12/18) 
Guidance, assessment criteria and bid 
forms for LAs seeking to establish new 
special or alternative provision free 
schools. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/special-free-school-applications 
 
10 year olds in the UK have consumed 
18 years’ worth of sugar (02/01/19) 
Children have already exceeded the 
maximum recommended sugar intake for 
an 18 year old by the time they reach their 
tenth birthday, according to Public Health 
England. This is based on their total sugar 
consumption from the age of 2. 
 
This figure comes as a new Change4Life 
campaign launches today (2 January 
2019), supporting families to cut back on 
sugar and to help tackle growing rates of 
childhood obesity. 
 

While children’s sugar intakes have 
declined slightly in recent years, they are 
still consuming around 8 excess sugar 
cubes each day, equivalent to around 
2,800 excess sugar cubes per year. 
 
A new Change4Life campaign 
encourages parents to ‘Make a swap when 
you next shop’. Making simple everyday 
swaps can reduce children’s sugar intake 
from some products (yoghurts, drinks and 
breakfast cereals) by half – while giving 
them healthier versions of the foods and 
drinks they enjoy. 
 
Parents can try swapping: 
a higher-sugar yoghurt (for example 

split-pot) for a lower sugar one, to halve 
their sugar intake from 6 cubes of sugar 
to 3 
a sugary juice drink for a no-added 

sugar juice drink, to cut back from 2 
cubes to half a cube 
a higher-sugar breakfast cereal (such as 

a frosted or chocolate cereal) for a lower 
sugar cereal, to cut back from 3 cubes to 
half a cube per bowl 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/10-
year-olds-in-the-uk-have-consumed-18-
years-worth-of-sugar 
 
Health protection in schools and other 
childcare facilities (28/12/18) 
A practical guide for staff on managing 
cases of infectious diseases in schools and 
other childcare settings. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/health-protection-in-schools-and-
other-childcare-facilities 
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Seasonal flu vaccine uptake in children 
of primary school age: monthly data, 
2018 to 2019 (28/12/18) 
Cumulative vaccine uptake data for the 
childhood seasonal flu programme. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/
seasonal-flu-vaccine-uptake-in-children-
of-primary-school-age-monthly-data-
2018-to-2019 
 
Teething gels for babies and children to 
be sold in pharmacies only (13/12/18) 
Parents and caregivers are being advised 
products containing lidocaine used for 
teething in babies and children will be 
sold only in pharmacies from 2019. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teet
hing-gels-for-babies-and-children-to-be-
sold-in-pharmacies-only 
 
Cafcass – Private Law Cases (Monthly 
statistics) 
In November 2018, Cafcass received a 
total of 4,111 new private law cases. This 
is 9.7% higher than November 2017. 
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-
cafcass/research-and-data/private-law-
data/ 
 
Cafcass – Public Law Cases (monthly 
statistics) 
In November 2018, Cafcass received a 
total of 1,214 new care applications. This 
figure is 1.2% lower than November 2017. 
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-
cafcass/research-and-data/public-law-data/ 
 
Become a childminder: pre-registration 
briefing (28/12/18) 
This is a presentation of the pre-
registration briefing for childminders. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/pre-registration-briefing-for-those-

 

Register as a children's social care 
provider: checklist (20/12/18) 
Download a checklist of documents you 
need to submit. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/become-a-childrens-social-care-
provider-checklist 
 
Children’s homes inspections and 
outcomes: management information 
(18/12/18) 
Management information published 
quarterly in the interests of transparency. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistica
l-data-sets/quarterly-management-
information-ofsteds-childrens-homes-
inspection-outcomes 
 
Inspecting local authority children's 
services from 2018 (14/12/18) 
Ofsted's framework and guidance for 
inspecting LA services for children in 
need of help and protection, children in 
care and care leavers. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/inspecting-local-authority-childrens-
services-from-2018 
 
Consented addresses for childminders 
and domestic childcare (14/12/18) 
This report details the names and 
addresses for childminders and childcare 
on domestic premises, where the provider 
has consented for their name and address 
to be published on the Ofsted inspection 
report website. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/consented-addresses-for-
childminders-and-domestic-childcare 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seasonal-flu-vaccine-uptake-in-children-of-primary-school-age-monthly-data-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seasonal-flu-vaccine-uptake-in-children-of-primary-school-age-monthly-data-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seasonal-flu-vaccine-uptake-in-children-of-primary-school-age-monthly-data-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/seasonal-flu-vaccine-uptake-in-children-of-primary-school-age-monthly-data-2018-to-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teething-gels-for-babies-and-children-to-be-sold-in-pharmacies-only
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teething-gels-for-babies-and-children-to-be-sold-in-pharmacies-only
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teething-gels-for-babies-and-children-to-be-sold-in-pharmacies-only
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/research-and-data/private-law-data/
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/research-and-data/private-law-data/
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/research-and-data/private-law-data/
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/research-and-data/public-law-data/
https://www.cafcass.gov.uk/about-cafcass/research-and-data/public-law-data/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-registration-briefing-for-those-wishing-to-become-childminders
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-registration-briefing-for-those-wishing-to-become-childminders
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-registration-briefing-for-those-wishing-to-become-childminders
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-childrens-social-care-provider-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-childrens-social-care-provider-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-childrens-social-care-provider-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/quarterly-management-information-ofsteds-childrens-homes-inspection-outcomes
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/quarterly-management-information-ofsteds-childrens-homes-inspection-outcomes
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/quarterly-management-information-ofsteds-childrens-homes-inspection-outcomes
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/quarterly-management-information-ofsteds-childrens-homes-inspection-outcomes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-local-authority-childrens-services-from-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-local-authority-childrens-services-from-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-local-authority-childrens-services-from-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consented-addresses-for-childminders-and-domestic-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consented-addresses-for-childminders-and-domestic-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consented-addresses-for-childminders-and-domestic-childcare


5 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Childcare providers and inspections as 
at 31 March 2018 (14/12/18) 
This release includes registered childcare 
providers and places, inspection 
outcomes, and joiners and leavers. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/
childcare-providers-and-inspections-as-at-
31-march-2018 
 
State-funded school inspections and 
outcomes: management information 
(13/12/18) 
Management information published 
monthly and a publication of inspections 
and outcomes from 2005-2015. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical
-data-sets/monthly-management-
information-ofsteds-school-inspections-
outcomes 
 
Local area SEND inspections: 
information for families (07/01/19) 
Information for families about inspections 
of local area services for children and 
young people with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/local-area-send-inspections-
information-for-families 
 
SI 2018/1339 - The Local Authority 
Fostering Services (Wales) Regulations 
2018 (13/12/18) 
Section 94A Social Services and Well-
being (Wales) Act 2014 provides that 
regulations may make provision about the 
exercise by LAs of functions conferred on 
them by regulations made under S87. 
 
Regulations made under section 87 of the 
2014 Act may make further provision 
about children looked after by LAs,  
 
 

including regulations about the placing of 
children with LA foster parents. 
 
These Regulations impose requirements 
on LA fostering services providers (local 
authority providers) in these Regulations. 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2018/1
339/contents/made 
 
Still in Harm's Way (20/12/18) 
ECPAT UK and Missing People have 
released a new report warning that 
trafficked and unaccompanied children 
are 30 times more likely to go missing 
than other children their age.  
 
Additionally, in 2017, trafficked and 
unaccompanied children went missing 
from care on average 7 times, 
highlighting grave safeguarding failures 
on the part of local authorities. 
https://www.ecpat.org.uk/news/1-in-6-
trafficked-and-unaccompanied-children-
in-care-are-reported-missing-in-the-uk 
 
National Implementation Adviser for 
Care Leavers: first year report 
(14/12/18) 
Reflections from the National 
Implementation Adviser for Care Leavers 
on his findings from his visits to local 
authorities in his first year in post. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati
ons/national-implementation-adviser-for-
care-leavers-first-year-report 
 
Funding announced to train 900 new 
children’s social workers (08/01/19) 
£45m to boost the number of trainees on 
the Frontline programme 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fun
ding-announced-to-train-900-new-
childrens-social-workers 
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Violence against women, abuse and 
sexual violence indicators (02/01/19) 
We want your views on developing a set 
of national indicators to measure progress 
against the Violence against Women, 
Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 
(Wales) Act 2015. 
 
Closing date: 29th March 2019 
https://beta.gov.wales/draft-national-
violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-
and-sexual-violence-indicators 
 
NICE Draft scope consultations 
Infant, children and young people's 
experience of healthcare 
Closing date: 18th January 2019 
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevel
opment/gid-ng10119/consultation/html-
content 
Children and young people with 
disabilities and severe complex needs: 
intgrated health and social care support 
and service guidance 
Closing date: 5th February 2019 
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevel
opment/gid-ng10113/consultation/html-
content-2 
Epilepsies in children: diagnosis and 
management 
You can now comment on this draft 
scope. The scope defines what the 
guideline will (and will not) cover. 
 
Closing date: 5th February 2019 
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevel
opment/gid-ng10112/consultation/html-
content-2 
 

Guardianship (Missing Persons) Act 
2017: Implementing the Act (19/12/18) 
This paper seeks views on the content of 
the department’s proposals for: 
 rules of court and related practice 

directions for guardianship proceedings; 
 regulations relating to the registration 

and supervision of guardians by the 
Public Guardian; 
 fees payable to the court and to the 

Public Guardian; and 
a code of practice providing guidance to 

guardians and persons making 
applications under the Act. 

 
The consultation is aimed primarily at 
individuals who have or have had a 
missing relative or friend and for whom 
guardianship may be relevant, 
professionals who advise in this field, 
charities who provide help and advice to 
people affected by a disappearance and, 
businesses, organisations and institutions 
that have to deal with individuals trying 
to cope with the property and finance 
related consequences of a disappearance. 
The MoJ does, however, welcome views 
on its proposals from all individuals and 
organisations interested in this field. 
 
Closing date: 12th February 2019 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-
communications/guardianship-missing-
persons-act/ 
 

 

Consultations 
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The Child Sexual Exploitation 
Conference 2019 
29th January 2019  London 
£299 - £550 + VAT 
“Tackling Sexual Exploitation” (March 
2015) set out a work programme to 
address, on a national scale, failures seen 
in Rotherham and elsewhere. The 
Children and Social Work Act 2017 
enshrines in law a number of significant 
changes in safeguarding of children. 
 
In February 2017, the Government 
announced a £40m package of measures 
aimed at protecting children and young 
people from sexual abuse.  The NCA will 
receive £20m to tackle online CSE. 
 
This conference will give an update on 
progress of government reforms and 
initiatives and provide practical examples 
of how CSE is being addressed. 
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/pro
duct/child-sexual-exploitation-
conference/ 
 
Improving Pupil Mental Health & 
Wellbeing: The Role of Schools 
30th January 2019 London 
£245 - £295 + VAT 
The Government recognises that more 
needs to be done to improve children & 
young people’s mental health provision 
and are prioritising 3 main reforms: 
 Incentivising and supporting schools to 

identify and train a Designated Senior 
Lead for mental health 

 

Funding new Mental Health Support 
Teams 
Piloting a 4 week waiting time for 

access to specialist NHS children and 
young people’s mental health services 

  
This event will examine how schools 
can better identify, refer and support 
pupils experiencing mental health 
difficulties, discuss how best to embed 
mental wellbeing into a whole school 
approach, and interrogate government 
actions to improve specialist provision. 
http://www.westminster-
briefing.com/pupil_mental_health 
 
County Lines: Preventing and 
Tackling the Criminal Exploitation 
of Children and Vulnerable Adults 
6th March 2019  London 
£245 - £295 + VAT 
The HO recently published guidance to: 
help stakeholders recognise signs of 

exploitation in county lines activity 
assist practitioners to respond 

appropriately so that potential victims 
of exploitation receive the support and 
help they need. 

 
Hear the latest guidance and good 
practice from experts and practitioners 
in the field on how to identify, support 
and help young and vulnerable victims 
of criminal exploitation.  
http://www.westminster-
briefing.com/county_lines 
 

 

Conferences 
 

https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/child-sexual-exploitation-conference/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/child-sexual-exploitation-conference/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/child-sexual-exploitation-conference/
http://www.westminster-briefing.com/pupil_mental_health
http://www.westminster-briefing.com/pupil_mental_health
http://www.westminster-briefing.com/county_lines
http://www.westminster-briefing.com/county_lines
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School SEND Briefing: Supporting 
Pupils and Staff 
12th March 2019  London 
£245 - £295 + VAT 
As increasing SEND and high needs 
pressures continue to place strain on 
budgets, LAs and schools must come 
together to provide effective and 
coordinated support for SEND pupils.  
 
With the publication of a pilot study on 
the 7 aspects of engagement, things are 
likely to continue to change. 
 
Review best practices in collaborative 
working between LAs, schools and 
children health services in 2019. You will 
be provided with successful case studies 
and an overview of the government’s 
plans for SEND in 2020. 
http://www.westminster-
briefing.com/school_SEND_2019 
 
Student Wellbeing 2019: Improving 
and Enhancing Student Safeguarding 
19th March 2019 London 
£299 - £550 + VAT 
Students are at risk of experiencing 
poorer mental health and wellbeing 
relative to other young people, due to a 
combination of factors relating to 
academic, financial and social pressures.   
 

This Conference will provide an 
opportunity to: 
 share insights into student wellbeing 
 listen and learn from leading experts 
network with speakers and delegates 

from the Sector 
understand and hear recommended best 

practice and case-studies 
explore how universities can adopt 

strategies to ensure that they provide the 
best mental health outcomes 

https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/pro
duct/student-wellbeing-2019-improving-
and-enhancing-student-safeguarding/ 
 
Working Together to Safeguard 
Children and Young People 
19th March 2019  London 
£299 - £550 + VAT 
This conference will provide delegates 
with an opportunity to: 
Share key insights into safeguarding 

children and young people 
Listen and learn from leading industry 

experts across the Sector 
Networking opportunities with speakers 

and delegates from the Sector 
Understand and hear recommended best 

practice and case-studies 
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/pro
duct/working-together-to-safeguard-
children-and-young-people/ 
 

 

Conferences (continued) 
 

  
This newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to  

safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to  
the circulation list can forward their details to – keithdriver@btinternet.com  

  

http://www.westminster-briefing.com/school_SEND_2019
http://www.westminster-briefing.com/school_SEND_2019
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/student-wellbeing-2019-improving-and-enhancing-student-safeguarding/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/student-wellbeing-2019-improving-and-enhancing-student-safeguarding/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/student-wellbeing-2019-improving-and-enhancing-student-safeguarding/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/working-together-to-safeguard-children-and-young-people/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/working-together-to-safeguard-children-and-young-people/
https://www.governmentevents.co.uk/product/working-together-to-safeguard-children-and-young-people/
mailto:keithdriver@btinternet.com

